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cation needs assessment project during the spring of
1996. The AAA Needs Assessment Committee, chaired
by Dennis Van Vliet, has reviewed the results of the survey and
will present details learned from the study in future issues of
Audiology Today. Surveys were sent to 1539 members selected
at random, with a total of 813 membership surveys returned.
Listed below are the top 40 problems and issues which
received the largest total number of definite or extreme con-
cerns from the membership (see Audiology Today, 8:5, pgs. 17-
18 for details of the survey protocol). This listing will serve as
a guideline for future actions to be taken by the Academy lead-
ership and the Board of Directors. Many issues that consume
today’s leaders are noted to be surprisingly low on the mem-
bers’ needs scale, (e.g., the AuD does not make the list until
numbers 16, 24 and 25).
It may be interesting for you to see where your personal
concerns registered on the 1996 AAA Membership Needs
Survey:

The AAA Board of Directors organized a continuing edu-

1. Staying current with rapidly changing technology ....(85.7%)
2. Other professionals’ knowledge/awareness of the

needs of individuals with hearing loss .............cc........(84.9%)
3. Role of audiology in health care reform.....................(84.0%)
4. Other professionals’ awareness of the profeﬁsi(m of

audiology ... ..(82.5%
5. Consumer knov. ledgelawauness of audmlon\ .......... 82.2%]
6. Appropriate personal compensation for

AOOIORY SEIVICER i cvdusainsssii sty (80.6%)
7. Knowledge of current audiology technology by

entry-level CHnICIANS .. .immsmrmsmrvsiois (80.2%)
8. sources of credible information about

new technology ... (79.7%

9. Consistency of preparallon of audmlooy gradual:.\ £79; 3%)
10. Amplification technology ........cocoueecosieiecnernensinernenad (77.2%)
11. Professional autonomy audiologists...........c.cccccceneee (73.8%)
12. Bridging the gap between academic prep.lrauon

A chniea) PIACHOE o imivnisimmmisssiss peassassii (75.7%)
13. Ensuring continuing competence of audiologists ......(72.1%)
14. Making informed choices among different

diagnostic and rehabilitative technology options.......(70.5%)

15. Ability to bill 3rd party payers ..........ccccoureurenrisernenss (70.2%)
16. Moving existing practitioners to the AuD level......... (68.7%)
17. Accessibility (location) of AAA sponsored CE

PEOSEAIRL oot T B S it ] (65.9%)

18. Affordability of AAA sponsored CE program........... (65.8%)
19. Hands-on training with common computer

systems And SOfWADE: s (65.2%)
20. EMOACHUSHE CIIISBIONS. o cciivensissimmssiressmmsisiis (62.1%)
21. Diagnostic aUdiOIOZY ......c.ccceurenereesecrrasissmmensesesnannens (60.4%)
22. Practice management - business issues ......................(60.3%)
23. Effectively marketing one’s services.........cooeuerurenens (59.9%)
24. AuD as the entry level degree.............onninesirinininsnesed (59.2%)
25. Increase understanding of AuD issues by the

membeishidcommnanumsmansnnmpsise 0L I0)
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26. Pediatric audiology... o SRRSO =] /i1 -}
27. Mandating CE for l:uensure in all SEALES s (57.5%)

28. Psychology of dealing with patients............ccccoeueeeee( 56.7%)
29. Funding for new technoluq, for applicalion in

audiologic practice ... RSRSORR =\ 17 )
30. Limited financial resources to run dudmlog)

programs ... T ORPRRON (oYL & ]
31. Preparauon to beaomc an lndependent

practitioner... rrsrsessrrasanpsussonssnsssnuel OIS I0)
32. Consensus of who we are as a professnon cennensns( 32.8%)
33. High costs for students to attend dudxologv

programs... . vennnse( 32.2%)
34. Availability of le.u‘mng matcnals for mdcpendcnl

study.... TENELC APV (- I )
35. Evoked polemiuls iR s A B B
s B V1T T SO S R R SRR (0 L B )
37. Investing in new technology ........cccocoeoieecreeernennennenas (49.1%)
38. Availability of AAA-developed information and

IMATKERNFE IRANTIALS . cooiiisminsiimaaiavin (46.5%)
39. Aural rehabilitation and habilitation... creeeen(46.0%)

40. Maintaining both the scientific and Cllnl(.dl b.me\
SR MIOIORY o i S e s s | (45.4%)
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BOYS TOWN NATIONAL RESEARCH HOSPITAL

1997 Conference on
DEVELOPMENTS IN PEDIATRIC AUDIOLOGY:
CURRENT ISSUES IN ASSESSMENT
AND MANAGEMENT

OCTOBER 17-19, 1997
BOYS TOWN NATIONAL RESEARCH HOSPITAL
OMAHA, NEBRASKA

INVITED SPEAKERS:
Arthur Boothroyd, Ph.D., Judith Gravel, Ph.D.
Mary Jo Osberger, Ph.D,, Richard Seewald, Ph.D,,
and Christie Yoshinaga-Itano, Ph.D.

BTNRH FACULTY:

Kathryn Beauchaine, M.A., Michael Gorga, Ph.D,
Dawna Lewis, M.A., Mary Pat Moeller, M.S.,
Shelley Smith, Ph.D., Patricia Stelmachowicz, Ph.D.,
and Kathy Walburn, M.S. (UNMC)

Sponsored by Boys Town National Research Hospital
and supported by the NIH-NIDCD Grant P-60 00982
“Center for Hearing Loss in Children”

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:
BOYS TOWN NATIONAL RESEARCH HOSPITAL,
Continuing Education Program, 555 No. 30th St, Omaha, NE 68131,
(402) 498-6728 (v/try) FAX: (402) 498-6638, Email: binderup@boystown.org
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